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SITUATION SUMMARY 
 

 An 8.8 earthquake occurred 11 Mar 2011 in Japan at 05.46.23 UTC, hitting the northeast 
coast of Honshu, Japan. The worst affected area is the east coast of Tohoku Prefecture.  

 

 Tsunamis have caused devastation in the coastal areas Tohoku and southern Hokkaido. 
Although wide areas of the Pacific were under tsunami alert, the alerts have been lifted 
in most countries and areas. However, the alert continues in Japan.  

 

 Based on official Japanese government figures (0800 hrs 12 March), 636 people are 
confirmed dead, 1001 injured with at least 681 missing. Figures are expected to rise. 
Media reports mentioned more than 1000 deaths.  

 

 
EVENT INFORMATION 

WHAT Earthquake and Tsunami in Japan 

Magnitude 8.8 

Date-Time 
Friday, March 11, 2011 at 05:46:23 UTC  
Friday, March 11, 2011 at 02:46:23 PM at epicentre 
Time of Earthquake in other Time Zones  

Location 38.322°N, 142.369°E 

Depth 24.4 km (15.2 miles) set by location program 

Region NORTH EAST COAST OF HONSHU, JAPAN 

Distances 

130 km (80 miles) E of Sendai, Honshu, Japan 
178 km (110 miles) E of Yamagata, Honshu, Japan 
178 km (110 miles) ENE of Fukushima, Honshu, Japan 
373 km (231 miles) NE of TOKYO, Japan 
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http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/glossary.php#location
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/glossary.php#depth
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/glossary.php#region
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/glossary.php#distances


IMPACT ON HUMAN HEALTH 

Deaths* Deaths:  636 confirmed in Japan 
In addition, 200-300 dead bodies found in Sendai City 

Injured  Injured: 1001 

Missing Missing: at least 681 

* Figures still expected to rise. 
 

IMPACT on INFRASTRUCTURE 

Hospitals 145 of the 170 hospitals designated for acute disaster response are fully 
operational in Tokyo and Tohoku; 2 of 7 hospitals in Sendai, however, are 
not operational 

Airports  Domestic:  Misawa, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Hanamaki, Oodatenoshiro, 
Sado, airports operational 

 Sendai, Fukushima, airports closed; Sendai airport completely 
inundated with water 

 International:  Haneda airport reopened operations from 0337hrs 12 
Mar 2011. Narita International also reopened at 0600hrs 12 Mar 

Ports All Japanese ports continue to be closed 

Trains East Japan Railway's bullet train and Tohoku area halted train services for 
12 Mar; Tokyo metropolitan area is restarting limited services.  

Roads Northeastern Japan severely affected; Iwate streets affected by 
landslides; Iwate bridge collapsed; avalanche in Niigata 

Water and food Rice, food and water has been planned to transport to affected areas 

Fires Gas pipeline fire continuing in Ichihara City, Chiba 
Extensive fires in Miyagi, Hokkaido prefectures 
148 fire events (80 controlled) reported from 11 prefectures  

Telecommunication Telephone services limited; disaster messaging service in operation 
through providers 

Buildings Minimal building damage inland and south of Tohoku area 
Northern Japan reporting considerable damage; multiple buildings 
collapsed, on fire, inundated 
1800 households destroyed in Fukushima 

Power outage 
 

 Tokyo – 4 million homes in Tokyo and surrounding areas without 
power 

 Tohoku region (Aomori, Akita, Iwate, Yamagata, Miyagi prefectures) 
without power; partial areas of Niigata and Fukushima prefectures 
without power 

 Tohoku Electric Power Co. stopped operations at its Onagawa nuclear 
power plant. Tokyo Electric Power Co. shut down 7 nuclear reactors 
at its Fukushima Daiichi and Daini plants 



Nuclear power plant  Daiichi (“No. 1”; Fukushima) 
6 reactors: 
      3 reactors shutdown authomatically 
      3 reactors shutdown manually after  investigation 

       Reactor No. 1’s cooling water system failed and water levels not                           
maintained 
       Water levels were dropping, radiation leak detected and authorities 
suspect the melting of the reactor core 
        Reactor No. 1 initiated release of radioactive vapor in controlled 
manner to release pressure to keep down the temperatures at 0900 hrs, 
Tokyo time, 12 March.  Due to high levels of radiation and the possibility 
that workers could be exposed to radiation, the release was suspended 
at ~1200 hrs, Tokyo time. 
        Fire department and Defense force manually adding water to cool 
the system  
        US government offering support on response to this event 
        Ministry of Health has sent an emergency medical team (doctors, 
nurses and experts on radiation) to Daiichi plant 
        Environmental monitoring:  higher than expected levels detected 
within control room (as of 1330 Tokyo time) 
 

 Daini (“No. 2”; Fukushima) 
4 Reactors 
All 4 Daini reactors were able to maintain water levels 
      No. 1, 2, 4—cooling system not functioning but water level 
maintained 
       No. 3 successfully shutdown; cooling system and water level 
functioning properly 
 
Environmental monitoring:  no abnormality (as of 1330 Tokyo time) 
 
The government issued a “state of emergency” for Fukushima; 
Daiichi and Daini and evacuation area is a 10-km radius 
 
All persons within the 10-km radius have been told to evacuation. 

 

Aftershocks/New 
earthquakes 

2 new earthquakes hit inland area northwest of Tokyo:  1) 6.6 in Nagano 
prefecture and 2) 5.8 in Niigata prefecture; Japan Meteorological Agency 
issued no tsunami warning. 
- Small aftershocks continue to be reported since first earthquake. 
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TSUNAMI UPDATE 
 
As of 0425 hrs (Manila time), small tsunami waves hit the Philippines and Indonesia's eastern 
coastline without causing any damage. 
 
Waves of up to two metres have been seen in Hawaii. Officials say there are signs of scattered 
damage among the islands but major damage is not expected. One death reported from the U.S. 
West Coast tsunami 
 
Table 1 Monitoring of tsunami in the Western Pacific Region 
 

Countries and Areas  Expected time of 
tsunami ( Manila time)  

Damage reported  Status of tsunami alert  

Japan  14.35 – 17.12 Yes  Still on alert  

American Samoa  22.53 No; 0.4-0.5m wave Lifted  

Australia  23.35-02.45 No  Lifted 

Fiji 23.38 No; 0.2m wave Lifted  

French Polynesia   -  Reduced  

Guam  17.32 No  Lifted  

Kiribati 20.38 No  Lifted 

Marshall Islands   No  Reduced  

Micronesia, Federated 
States ( Chuuk, Pohnpei, 
Yap) 

17.44 – 18.27 No  
Yap – 0.15m wave 

Lifted  

Nauru 19.49 No; 0.2m wave Lifted  

New Caledonia   -  Lifted  

New Zealand   No Lifted 

Niue 23.26 -  Reduced  

Northern Mariana 
Islands, commonwealth 
of the  

16.53 No  Lifted  

Palau 22.30 No  Lifted  

Papua New Guinea  19.24-22.29 No  Lifted  

Philippines  17.55-18.53 No; Legaspi – 0.25m 
wave 

Lifted  

Pitcairn Islands   -  Reduced  

Samoa  22.53 -  Lifted  

Solomon Islands  20.21 No  Lifted  

Taiwan, China  17.32  No  Lifted  

Tonga  No  Lifted  

Tuvalu 21.30 No  Lifted  

Vanuatu 22.16-23.11 No; 0.69m wave Lifted  
 



RESPONSE 
 
National 
 

 National emergency management committee, led by the Prime Minister, has been 
established/activated to oversee and coordinate all response activities. All relevant 
ministries and agencies such as Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Land and 
Transportation, Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) have been involved in 
the national response. The nuclear disaster response committee has been activated. A 
state of emergency has been declared. All prefectures have also activated their local 
government response. 

 

 Japan is conducting a massive rescue and relief effort. Naval destroyers and other ships 
have been sent to devastated areas of Honshu Island; air force fighter jets currently 
flying reconnaissance missions. Army helicopters rescuing hundreds of people stranded 
at an elementary school in Watari, Miyagi prefecture. Self Defense Force team arrived 
on the ground at Fukushima's Daiichi nuclear power plant site. 

 
 
International 
 

 More than 39 countries/areas have offered support. Japan requested support from US, 
Australia, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, and Mexico. The Japanese Foreign Minister 
has requested the US Ambassador to Japan to allow to support relief efforts. US has 
deployed 140 rescue team members, with USAID disaster experts. 

 

 The regional office of UN OCHA is on standby and is on regular communication with 
country offices and issuing regular updates. 

 
 
WHO-WPRO 
 

 The Event Management Group has been activated to monitor and alert others with 
regard to the evolving situation, as well as to communicate and coordinate the response 
to the earthquake in Japan. The WPRO Situation Room is currently operational.  

 

 WPRO has been in contact with the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan. 
The National IHR Focal Point in Japan has been designated by Japan to communicate 
with WHO on the event.  

 

 WPRO has been communicating with its country offices, Headquarters and other 
relevant offices to monitor the situation and prepare for possible WHO support for 
response.  



 

 Regular situation reports (WHO internal) are being produced and distributed to relevant 
offices and staff. Regular situation updates are also available on the WPRO website.  

 

 WPRO is currently on standby to provide necessary support to affected countries.  
 

 Some partner agencies have expressed material and human resources support to WHO 
for the emergency. 

 
 
 
CONTACTS  
 
WPRO Situation Room: sitroom@wpro.who.int 
  
Phone numbers: 
  
 + 632 528 9035 
 + 632 528 9650 
 + 632 528 9249 
 + 632 528 9341 
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